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Collapse VIII examines a pervasive image of thought drawn from games of chance. In order to

survey those practices in which intellectual resources are most acutely concentrated on the

production and exploitation of risk, and to uncover the conceptual underpinnings of methods

developed to extract value from contingency - in the casino, in the markets, in life - the volume

brings together contributors who extend the philosophical thinking of contingency beyond the

'casino' model, gamblers whose experience gives them the authority to considerably refine our

understanding of what it means to master chance, researchers who analyse the operation and

experience of risk in diverse arenas, and artists whose work addresses both the desire to confront

chance and the desire to tame it by bringing it to order.
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